
1.5 cm long, at or barely below the abscission layer (the apex of the ramicaul) ; 
flowers non-resupinate; floral bracts tubular, 3-4 mm long; pedicels 4 mm 
long; ovary 3 mm long; sepals light pinkish brown, densely short-pubescent 
within, the dorsal sepal ovate, obtuse, 9-11 mm long, 3.5-4 mm wide, 3-
veined, the lateral sepals elliptical, obtuse, 9-11 mm long, 3 mm wide, connate 
5-6 mm to near the middle, forming a short, conical mentum with the column­
foot, and a broader, distinct mentum beneath the apex of the lip; petals 
rose, cuneate-obovate, truncate, 3.75-4 mm long, 1.25-1.4 mm wide above 
the middle, with the midvein thickened externally; lip brown, rigidly arcuate, 
oblong, unguiculate, 3.5-4 mm long expanded, 1.5 mm wide, the apex rounded, 
markedly verrucose, the disc with a longitudinal pair of parallel calli above 
the middle, base broadly unguiculate, minutely bilobulate, hinged on the 
end to the column-foot; column semiterete, winged above the middle, mi­
nutely denticulate, 3 mm long, the foot thick, equally long, the anther, ros­
tellum and stigma ventral. 

Esta especie enorme es una pariente cercana de la comun y ampliamente 
distribufda P. imraei. Es aparentemente endemica en la Cordillera Central 
de Colombia al este de Medellfn. Puede reconocerse por la hoja grande, 
peciolada, y la densa masa de flores, las que se producen en un fascfculo 
de numerosos racimos cortos. Las flores moraduscas, son no-resupinadas 
y cortamente pubescentes en su interior, semejantes a una congregaci6n 
de orugas. Los sepalos son angostamente elfpticos, los laterales libres, 
en la mitad de su longitud, y el labelo es densamente papiloso y verrugoso, 
desde la base hasta el apice. 

This huge species is a close relative of the frequent and widely distributed 
P. imraei. It is apparently endemic in the Central Cordillera of Colombia 
east of Medellin. It is distinguished by the large, petiolate leaf, and the 
dense mass of flowers produced in a fascicle of numerous, short racemes. 
The purplish flowers are non-resupinate and shortly pubescent within that 
resemble a congregation of caterpillars. The sepals are narrowly elliptical, 
the laterals free for half their length, and the lip is densely papillose and 
verrucose from the base to the apex. 

7. PLEUROTHALLIS COTYLIGERA Luer & R. Escobar, sp. nov. 

Inter species subsectionis Macrophyllae-Racemosae folio elliptico leviter acu­
minato petiolato, racemo pendulo paucifloro, synsepalo profunde concavo, 
petalis ovatis acutis, labello trilobato, lobo antico integro acuto, lobis late­
ralibus obtusis erectis columnam amplectentibus, disci callo cymbiformi dis­
tinguitur. 

TYPE: Colombia: Dept. of Risaralda: without specific locality (probably near 
Pereira), flowered in cultivation by S. Tsubota, 10 May 1993, C. Luer 16765 
(Holotype: MO). 

46 ORQUIDEOLOGIA 20 (1), 1996 



Smm 

Smm 

~ . . ~ ~ 
3mm 

PLEUROTHALLIS COTYLIGERA Luer & R. Escobar 

48 ORQUIDEOLOGIA 20 (1).1996 



ETIMOLOGIA: Del latin cotyliger, "que lIeva una copa", en referencia al 
callo del labelo. 

ETYMOLOGY: From the Latin cotyliger, "bearing a cup," referring to the 
labellar callus. 

Plant medium in size to large, epiphytic, caespitose; roots slender. Ramicauls 
slender, erect, 13-22 cm long, with a tubular sheath below the middle and 
2-3 others at the base. Leaf erect, coriaceous, elliptical, petiolate, acute, 
lightly acuminate, 12-16 cm long including the petiole ca. 2 cm long, 3.5-
4.5 em wide, cuneate below into the petiole. Inflorescence a pendent, 
few-flowered raceme, ca. 2 cm long, produced from an ovoid spathe 0.5 
cm long at the at the apex of the ramicaul; peduncle arcuate, 1 cm long; 
floral bracts infundibular, 4 mm long; pedicels 5 mm long; ovary curved, 
3 mm long; sepals translucent yellow-green, glabrous, the middle sepal 
ovate, acute, 8 mm long, 4.25 mm wide, 3-veined, the lateral sepals completely 
connate into a deeply concave, cymbiform, obtuse synsepal, 8 mm long, 
6.5 mm wide unexpanded, 6-veined; petals green, thick, glabrous, ovate, 
acute, 7.5 mm long, 2.5 mm wide, 3-veined; lip thick, trilobed, 1.5 mm 
long from base to apex, 3 mm wide unexpanded, with the apical lobe trian­
gular, acute, the basal lobes erect, obtuse, erect, thickened within the mar­
gins, flanking the column, the disc with a central, circular depression su­
rrounded by thickened margins, the base shortly and broadly reflexed, 
connected to the obsolescent column-foot; column stout, terete, 2 mm long, 
the foot obsolescent, the anther, rostellum and stigma apical. 

Esta especie, la que se conoce s61amente de una colecta en la Cordillera 
Central de Colombia, esta emparentada con P. strobilifera, pero se distingue 
por las hojas pecioladas, las flores mas pequenas de color verde-amarillento; 
y un labelo con un callo deprimido, marginado y circular en el centro. 

This species, known only from a collection from the Central Cordillera of 
Colombia, is related to P. strobilifera, but it is distinguished by the petiolate 
leaves; smaller, yellow-green flowers; and a lip with a circular, callous-mar­
gined depression in the center. 

8. PLEUROTHALLIS CYCESIS Luer & R. Escobar, sp. nov. 

Planta parvula ramicaulibus abbreviatis, pedunculo foliis anguste obovatis 
duplolongiore, racemo fasciculato floribus membranaceis glabris successivis 
pro planta magnis, sepalo dorsali synsepaloque ovatis acutis, petalis obovatis 
obtusis, labello elliptico eroso arcuato bicarinato, et columnae alis oblongis 
descendentibus pede biauriculato. 

TYPE: Colombia: Dept. of Antioquia: Munic. of Turbo, collected by H. Angarita, 
July 1987, flowered in cultivation by M. & O. Robledo at La Ceja, 19 Mar. 
1989, C. Luer 14290 (Holotype: MO). 
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